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What is today’s purpose?

To expand on:

▪ information that is available 

▪ where it is

▪ how it can be used

▪ observations on thinking about and applying evidence



Infographic

Source: Visual Capitalist



Data Table (Online)

Source: Statistics Canada



Data Table

Source: BC Open Data Catalogue



Analytics

Six-year completion 
rates

Source: www.StudentSuccess.bc.gov.ca



What do data do?

▪ Provide a record of an event or transaction

▪ Add to available information

▪ Provide evidence

▪ Provide perspective

▪ Aid decision making

▪ Guide interventions

▪ Lead to action

▪ Enable evaluation



What kinds of data in the K-12 / CC sectors?

▪ Quantitative Data

→ Survey Data – Student Learning Survey / Provider Profile Survey

→ Administrative Data – Enrolment / CC programs

→ Aggregate Data – Completion Rates / Assessment Results

→ Record Level Data – Report cards

▪ Qualitative Data

→ Personal Observations

→ Anecdotes

→ Experience

Stories and Meaning from 
a Range of Voices



Additional Perspectives 

▪ Forecasts 

▪ Socio-Economic Status

▪ Indigenous / First Nations Ways of Knowing

▪ Other people and groups with applicable knowledge.



How does ECC get the data?

School Districts 
/ Providers

Ministry Data 
Collection Team

ECC Data 
Warehouse

Public Release 
& Analytics



Where can you get the data?



Statistics Canada

www.StatCan.gc.ca



BC Stats

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/statistics



www.StudentSuccess.gov.bc.ca



Data Availability and Data Usage

“Even today, when data on just about everything is a few clicks away, not many people 
avail themselves of it.”  

“We instinctively draw on our impressions, which distort our understanding whenever 
the strengths of those impressions don’t mirror frequencies in the world.”

Stephen Pinker, Rationality, 2021



Knowledge

▪ Knowledge is never settled with finality (i.e., no one has the final say)

▪ There are institutional structures and social processes for ideas to be tested.

▪ Why does that matter for us?

▪ An open mind is really important. 

▪ There are many perspectives that we can understand and more importantly be 
offered. 



What do you need to know?

▪ Enrolment and demographics

→ Priority populations

Indigenous – The Aboriginal How Are We Doing? Report

Students with Designations

English Language Learners

→ Enrolment projections



What do you need to know?

▪ Completion Rates

▪ Assessment Results

→ Foundation Skills Assessment

→ Grad Literacy and Numeracy Assessments

▪ Student Learning Survey

▪ Child Care Spaces



How to use what you need to know?

▪ Build trust

→ Be curious and ask questions

▪ Build capacity

→ Ask questions and learn

▪ Build confidence to understand what is presented.

→ But…don’t let ‘paralysis by analysis’ become a barrier 

→ Recognise when a distinction is cost/time-effective or not.

▪ Integrate data into the process of decision making.

▪  



Thinking about data & statistics

▪ Understand the complexity of an issue

▪ Think statistically

▪ Complement qualitative data

▪ Synthesise



Action

Ultimately, data, information, statistics, evidence and 
the appropriate context should lead to action.



The end for today
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